Itibapishe Iti Hollo OA ELECTION SCRIPT  






3

Materials: 
Pens/pencils
blank paper ballots
election report
adult nomination forms
OA MEMBER A:

Fellow Boy Scouts, the Order of the Arrow is Scouting’s National Honor Society. Its purpose is to recognize and honor those campers who best live up to the Scout Oath and Scout Law in their daily lives and to guide them in expanding the service that has made them outstanding. The Order promotes Scout camping and maintains camping traditions and spirit. It emphasizes that the good Scout camper is not only skilled in Scoutcraft, but also true to the ideals of Scouting and its tradition of the daily Good Turn.  The only way that a Scout can become a member of the Order of the Arrow is to be elected for this honor by the members of his troop. This is the only organization where it’s members are elected by non-members.

Scout youth 
1) under 21 years of age

2) be an active, registered member of the Boy Scouts of America;

3) hold the rank of First Class Scout, as a minimum;

During a year in which the troop elects at least one youth candidate, one adult can be nominated by the Scoutmaster under careful consideration.

To be eligible for election, all candidates must fulfill the camping requirement of having experienced fifteen days and nights of Boy Scout camping during the two-year period prior to the election. The fifteen days and nights must include one, but no more than one, long-term camp consisting of six consecutive days and five nights of resident camping, approved and under the auspices and standards of the Boy Scouts of America. The balance of the camping must be overnight, weekend, or other short-term camps.
In addition, your unit leaders must certify his Scouting Spirit, his adherence to the Scout Oath and Law, and his participation in troop activities.  The results will not be announced tonight but revealed to you at a call out ceremony______.    After being elected, the Scout must undergo the Ordeal, which is a series of tests of his sincere dedication to the high ideals of Scouting and the Order. He is not to be asked to do anything he cannot accomplish and may stop at any step of the process honorably.  If a Scout is faithful in performing the challenges and tests, he then takes a solemn pledge of service and is admitted into the Order.  A period of self-improvement and service then follows.  
There are no secret organizations in Scouting.  The details of the Ordeal and our ceremonies not be discussed because it lessens and steals away from the candidate of the full experience.  Adults can inquire further with the Lodge Advisor or the Scout Executive with the expectation that you not reveal what we share openly with you for the sake of protecting the candidate’s experience.

OA MEMBER B:

The lodge flap, this arrow ribbon, and this distinctive sash identify Order of the Arrow members. The Sash is worn only during official OA events and only over the shoulder.  They are symbols of service. Our lodge has its own activities and projects, but our program does not replace the member’s responsibility to his troop. Indeed, each Arrowman is expected to give richer service to his own troop in return for the honor his unit extended to him.  Indian lore is an attractive sideline in our Order. Indian dances and ceremonies add color to our program of service, and members often make Indian lore their hobby. However, one does not need Indian attire or skill in Indian lore to become a valuable member of the Order of the Arrow.  
Scouts, you will elect representatives to our Brotherhood of Cheerful Service, and we are here to assist you in the election. All registered active members of this troop, except those 21 or older, are entitled to vote.
All those who receive votes from at least half of those who turn in ballots are elected.  The number you elect will depend on how your votes agree with other members’ votes.  Remember that an Order of the Arrow election is not a popularity contest! Don’t vote for a Scout just because he is your friend or just because he is a good athlete or because he is older than the rest. What really counts is his loyalty to the Scout Oath and Law.  Campaigning in an Order of the Arrow election is not permitted. You are expected to think on your own accord.  Do not let others influence your decision.  The election is by secret ballot and no discussion will be permitted, so no one will know for whom you are voting.  
Do you promise not to discuss your decisions?

Do you promise not to influence other Scouts?

 This important decision about your fellow Scouts is entirely up to you.  Before we announce the names of those eligible and begin the election, are there any questions?

(Answer any questions about the nature and purposes of the Order of the Arrow and

the election procedures.)

OA MEMBER C:

The following members of this troop have met the camping and advancement

requirements and are eligible for election, as certified by your Unit Leader.   

Will the youth candidates stand and form a line over here (point) as your names are called?
(Point out place to line up, write each name on the chalkboard or flipchart, as they are called.)

(Read names from the form)

Scouts, you should now answer each of the following questions to yourself. Your answers will help you make the right selections.

Who in this group is a friend to all and a brother to every other Scout? Who is pleasant and easy to get along with? Is he kind and helpful? In all, if you were a Tenderfoot, would you like to hike and camp with him?

Who is cheerful, even when he has many tiresome jobs to do? Who smiles whenever he can? Who obeys promptly and cheerfully? Does he control his temper? If you were at camp with him for several weeks, do you think you would enjoy it?

Who is always ready to give unselfish and wholehearted service to others? Who, in serving others, can forget his own desires and interests? Who has served your troop all year round, faithfully attending your meetings and helping with your service projects? Do you think he will continue his service in the future? If you were his patrol leader, could you depend on him?
Please write on each ballot the names of those that you feel meet the high standards of the Order of the Arrow. 

You can write the names of one, several, all, or none.

Please print, fold one time in half and raise your hand.

There should be silence at this time until all ballots are turned in.
Collect the ballots.

Thank you for your time learning about our Lodge.

The results will be announced at the next Callout Ceremony______

Exit to another room counting the results with the unit leader.

The unit leader is to sign the unit election report

The unit leader is to sign the adult nomination form

Turn all forms into the Lodge Advisor etc.


